
 

 

 

 

April 5, 2017 

Via E-Mail and U.S. Mail 

Brian D. Haig 

Los Angeles World Airports 

1 World Way 

Los Angeles, CA 90045 8  

Email: bhaig@lawa.org 

 

Re: Public Records Act Request 

 

Dear Mr. Haig: 

This letter responds on behalf of our client, the City of El Segundo, to Los 

Angeles World Airport’s (“LAWA”) March 24, 2017 response to El Segundo’s 

November 27, 2016 request under the California Public Records Act (“CPRA”). In that 

request, El Segundo asked for records relating to the reference to the potential addition of 

3-5 passenger gates in the Notice of Preparation of an environmental impact report for the 

LAX Terminals 2 and 3 Modernization Project. 

On January 4, 2017, LAWA responded with a small number of documents, which 

were substantially redacted and interspersed with blank pages. See Attachment 1. These 

documents were almost uniformly unresponsive to El Segundo’s request, an unusual 

result given that the subject of the request was a public statement regarding a project 

which was already planned and undergoing environmental review. 

On March 1, 2017, as part of its comments on the Final Environmental Impact 

Report (“FEIR”) for the LAX Landside Access Modernization Program (“LAMP”), El 

Segundo made a follow-up request for “all background documents supporting or 

explaining the data” in one of the documents provided, and asked LAWA to include all 

responsive documents in the administrative record for the LAMP. (Excerpted request, 

including LAWA document referenced, attached as Attachment 2.)  
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On March 10, 2017, LAWA responded that the documents “minus any privileged 

documents” would be ready for review in 14 days. See Attachment 3.  LAWA cited 

authority to extend the normal 10-day deadline for response “under specified 

circumstances, including the need to review a large number of documents and to retrieve 

documents that are in a separate location from the office processing the request.” 

 Despite its express reliance on authority indicating a “large number of 

documents” potentially responsive to the request, on March 24, 2017 LAWA provided a 

single document, which was identical to the document which was the basis for El 

Segundo’s March 1, 2017 request. LAWA also stated that “[t]here are additional 

documents being reviewed and we will release any responsive, non-privileged documents 

as soon as possible.” 

Pursuant to its March 1, 2017 request, El Segundo hereby demands that these 

documents be released immediately, and made part of the administrative record for the 

LAMP project and the Terminals 2 and 3 Modernization Project.  

For the purposes of this request, the term “documents” includes, but is not limited 

to, any written material (including material on the internet), facsimile, e-mail, 

photograph, map, data, report, videotape, audiotape, note of telephone call or meeting, 

factual or legal analysis, and any and all correspondence and memoranda in any written 

form, or other information that would be an agency record subject to the requirements of 

the PRA when maintained by an agency in any format, including an electronic format. 

All references in this PRA request to LAWA include, but are not limited to, LAWA’s 

consultants, employees, officers, and attorneys and any other person or entity contracted 

to do business on their behalf. 

If you determine that any of the requested records are exempt from disclosure, we 

ask that you reconsider that determination in view of Proposition 59, which amended the 

state Constitution to require that all exemptions to the CPRA be “narrowly construed.” 

We remind you that Government Code section 6257 requires release of all reasonably 

segregable portions of the requested records which are not themselves exempt from 

mandatory disclosure. If you determine that the requested records are subject to a still-

valid exemption, we would further request that: (1) you exercise your discretion to 

disclose some or all of the records notwithstanding the exemption; and (2) with respect to 

records containing both exempt and non-exempt content, you redact the exempt content 

and disclose the remaining content.  
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Under Government Code section 6255(a), LAWA must justify withholding any 

record responsive to this request by demonstrating that the record in question is exempt 

under an express provision or provisions of the CPRA. Because much of what is shown 

on the document in question indicates that airlines provided information in 

correspondence with LAWA (for instance, “Delta asserts they can gate 27 NB aircraft on 

2 and 3 (T/W D?);” “AA plan has 15;” “AA thinks T5 can be 15 even with two A330 

gates for Hawaiian”), LAWA may not claim that all records related to this document 

(including the correspondence with the airlines) are deliberative in nature.  

Please immediately provide all records described or related to the above, or justify 

in writing why LAWA is withholding such records. Gov. Code § 6255(a).  In light of the 

inadequate response to date, please also conduct a further search for all other LAWA 

records responsive to the El Segundo’s November 27, 2016 request that were not 

contained in LAWA’s January 4, 2017 response, including but not limited to all 

documented feedback from the airport sponsors regarding configuration or addition of 

gates anywhere at LAX.  

If I can provide any other clarification that will help expedite your attention to this 

request, please contact me at (415) 552-7272 or petta@smwlaw.com.  See Gov’t Code 

§ 6253.1 (requiring public agency to contact and provide assistance to members of the 

public making a request that may be denied). 

 Very truly yours, 

 

SHUTE, MIHALY & WEINBERGER LLP 

 

 
 

Joseph “Seph” Petta 

 

879006.1  
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ATTACHMENT 1 



1

David H. Weibel

Subject: RE: November 27, 2016 Public Records Request

 
 
 
From: HAIG, BRIAN D. [mailto:BHaig@lawa.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2017 1:35 PM 
To: Coby King <coby@hpstrat.com> 
Cc: PublicRecordsRequest <PublicRecordsRequest@lawa.org> 
Subject: November 27, 2016 Public Records Request 
 
Please find attached documents responsive to your request. 
 
Please note we are not releasing  deliberative documents. The documents being requested are exempt from 
release pursuant to provisions of the California Government Code Section 6255.  To the extent that your 
request includes documents that are exempt under these provisions, we are not releasing any documents.  
 
In addition there are documents covered under attorney client communication. Pursuant to provisions 
of California Government Code 6254 (k),these documents will not be released. Portions of the attached have 
been redacted under this section. 
 
In addition, drafts are not being released pursuant to provisions of California Government Code 6254 (a). 
 
There are additional documents being reviewed and will release those as soon as our review is complete. 
 
Thank you for your patience. 
 
 
Brian Haig 
Office of the Chief Executive Officer 
Los Angeles World Airports 
(424) 646-6250 
bhaig@lawa.org 
 







































































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 2 



 
Evelyn Quintanilla 
March 1, 2017 
Page 5 
 
 

LAWA states that the 153-gate cap applies through 2020 as a provision of the 
2006 Stipulated Settlement. Id. at 2-96. This is partly correct. The 153-gate cap is also 
mitigation which LAWA expressly adopted when it approved SPAS, and “dutifully 
incorporated . . . into each proposed SPAS study alternative.” See ARSAC et al. v. City of 
Los Angeles et al., at 79. Because the Project would abandon an operational limitation 
adopted independently of the 2006 Stipulated Settlement, LAWA must analyze the 
impact of removing the 153-gate cap from the plans governing airport development.  

LAWA also suggests that, regardless of whether the Project would cause an 
increase in passenger gates, the EIR considers the cumulative impact of additional 
passenger gates because the description of the environmental setting identifies other 
potential projects that would add gates. FEIR at 2-98. LAWA claims that these projects 
would not, in any event, cause the total number of passenger gates to exceed the 153-gate 
cap. Id. As an initial matter, the list of “Probable Future Projects” in the EIR contradicts 
LAWA’s claim in its response to comments that the total number of gates would not 
exceed 153; the Terminals 2 and 3 project and the “Concourse 0” project together would 
add 14 gates to LAWA’s current (2016) count of 141 gates. See FEIR at 2-97. 
Furthermore, this list of projects does not match the list of future projects LAWA 
provided to the City on January 4, 2017, in response to a Public Records Act request. See 
Exhibit F. This document indicates that LAX will have 173 passenger gates by 2032 as a 
result of several projects which are not mentioned in the EIR at all. Id. It also appears to 
show that LAX will have 158 gates in 2020, while the 2006 settlement remains in effect.  

It is no secret that the 153 gates already slated for LAX can accommodate much 
more than 78.9 MAP. Moreover, LAWA intends to dramatically increase the number of 
passenger gates at LAX during, and beyond, construction of the Project. This will allow 
LAX to accommodate even more passengers and flights. Nothing in the EIR (including 
its cumulative impacts analysis) evaluates the noise, air quality and other impacts of that 
growth on El Segundo and other airport neighbors.  

The City reiterates the request in its comments on the DEIR that the entire 
administrative record for the Terminals 2 and 3 project, including the recently released 
EIR (attached as Exhibit G), be included in the LAMP administrative record. 
Furthermore, pursuant to the California Public Records Act (“PRA”), Government Code 
Sections 6250 et seq., and the amendments to the California Constitution provided by 
Proposition 59, please make available for El Segundo’s review all background documents 
supporting or explaining the data in Exhibit F, and include all such documents in the 
administrative record for the LAMP. Please respond to this request within ten (10) days. 
Gov’t Code § 6256.  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 3 



1

David H. Weibel

From: HAIG, BRIAN D. <BHaig@lawa.org>
Sent: Friday, March 10, 2017 10:52 AM
To: Joseph D. Petta
Cc: PublicRecordsRequest
Subject: Public Records Request Re LAWA EIR

Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) is in receipt of your public records request. The California Government 
Code Section 6253(c) requires LAWA to provide a response to your request within 10 days of receipt.  The 
code also permits the ten-day period to be extended for an additional 14 days under specified circumstances, 
including the need to review a large number of documents and to retrieve documents that are in a separate 
location from the office processing the request, under California Government Code 6253 (c) (1) and (2).  

The purpose of this email is to advise you that due to the need to search for collect and examine a voluminous 
amount of separate and distinct records, not at this location; the documents, minus any privileged documents, 
will be ready for review on or before 14 days. 
 
 


